Medicaid program; exemption of poverty level pregnant women from the cooperation requirements of establishing paternity and obtaining medical support and payments as a condition of eligibility; technical correction--HCFA. Final rule with comment period.
In general, as a condition of eligibility for Medicaid coverage, each legally able applicant and recipient is required by section 1912(a) of the Social Security Act (the Act) to cooperate with the State in establishing the paternity of any eligible child born out of wedlock and in obtaining medical support and payments. The condition is required to be met unless the individual establishes good cause of not cooperating. Section 4606 of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990, (OBRA '90), Public Law 101-508, provides an exemption to this requirement for certain pregnant women and women in the postpartum period, as described in section 1902(l)(1)(A) of the Act. We have identified this group as "poverty level pregnant women". This final rule with comment period modifies our regulations to incorporate and interpret this exemption.